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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 3, 7-1 1 , 18, 20-21 , 34-56 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Examiner notes Applicant's failure to receive prior art citations on form PTO-892. 
References, Maissel (US 6637029) and Logan et al. (US 2006/0218579) are cited with 
this communication. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 , 3, 7-1 1 , 1 8, 20-21 , 34-35, 37-43, 45-51 , 53-56 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Krasnow et al. (US 2003/0226141) in view of 
Logan et al. (US2006/0218579). 

Claim 1 , Krasnow teaches a system for screening broadcast programming, 
comprising: 

• a viewer (client device) configured to receive broadcast programming, to receive commands from a 
user (client), to receive commands from an interface (headend) coupled to the viewer, to present the 
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received broadcast programming to the user based on commands from the user (common DVR 
functions, i.e. changing channels, requesting video), and to present the received broadcast 
programming to the user based on commands from the interface (EPG server as part of the headend 
may process selection of content) (paragraphs [0020], [0021], [0025]); 

• a processor coupled to the interface (real time interface) and configured to receive a real time 
screening signal (client user watching an advertisement) and to receive user input from the interface 
(selecting advertisement of interest), to store the received user input (information pertaining to 
particular advertisement selected) (paragraphs [0048], [0052]), 

• a broadcast recorder (DVR) coupled to the interface and configured to receive broadcast 
programming (broadcast content), to store the received broadcast programming (stored content), and 
to transmit the stored broadcast programming to the viewer (client device) in response to user 
commands (requests), wherein the RTSS is generated based on real time monitoring (the client 
receives live feeds from content server p. 0020) of the broadcast programming being presented in 
real time (paragraphs [0020], [0025]). 

Krasnow is silent regarding a system for screening broadcast programming, 
comprising: 

• a precision screening signal; 

• a processor coupled to the interface configured to generate a local action signal input and at least 
one of the received RTSS or PSS, and to transmit the local action signal to the interface; 

• the interface configured to receive the local action signal, to transmit commands to the viewer based 
on the local action signal, and to receive the user input from the user, the user input comprising at 
least an action preference; and 

• the PSS is generated based on a playback of at least one portion of a recording of the broadcast 
programming, wherein the processor, in response to the broadcast programming being presented to 
the user via the viewer in real time, generates the local action signal based on the RTSS, and 
wherein, in response to the broadcast programming being presented to the user via the viewer as a 
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playback of the stored broadcast programming, the processor generates the local action signal based 
on the PSS. 

Logan et al. teaches a system for screening broadcast programming, 
comprising: 

• a precision screening signal (marked segments of interest i.e. commercials) (paragraph [0049]); 

• a processor coupled to the interface configured to generate a local action signal input (delete portion 
of broadcast) and at least one of the received RTSS (time stamps), and to transmit the local action 
signal to the interface (delete portion of broadcast) (paragraph [0049]); 

• the interface configured to receive the local action signal (command to delete marked portion), to 
transmit commands to the viewer based on the local action signal, and to receive the user input from 
the user, the user input comprising at least an action preference (user instructs the processor to 
delete marked portions) (paragraph [0049]); and 

• the PSS is generated based on a playback of at least one portion of a recording of the broadcast 
programming (marked signals are stored, p. 0066), wherein the processor, in response to the 
broadcast programming being presented to the user via the viewer in real time (client device of 
Krasnow), generates the local action signal (delete portion corresponding to time stamps) based on 
the RTSS (time stamps), and wherein, in response to the broadcast programming being presented to 
the user via the viewer as a playback of the stored broadcast programming (segments are stored 
based on markings,), the processor generates the local action signal based (delete portions 
corresponding to segments that are defined as commercials) on the PSS (paragraphs [0049], [0059]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have provided marking signals as taught by Logan et al. 
to the real time broadcasts of Krasnow to locate segments of interest and lack thereof 
(paragraph [0014]). 
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Claim 3, Logan teaches the system wherein the broadcast recorder is further 
configured to modify the stored broadcast programming based on commands (deleting 
or skipping marked segments) from the interface (paragraph [0059]). 

Claim 7, Logan teaches the system wherein the viewer is configured to present 
audio (dub in audio) broadcast programming to the user (paragraph [0067]). 

Claim 8, note the discussion of claim 1 above. Krasnow teaches a system of 
screening broadcast programming comprising: 

• the RTSS (metadata of advertisements) is generated based on real time monitoring (real time feeds) 
of the broadcast programming being presented in real time (paragraphs [0020], [0049]), 

• in response to the broadcast programming being presented to the user via the viewer in real time, the 
commands are generated based on the RTSS (viewer-inputs to commercials of interest) (paragraph 
[0049], [0052]). 

Logan teaches a system of screening broadcast programming comprising: 

• the PSS (marked signals) is generated based on a playback of at least one portion of a recording of 
the broadcast programming (paragraph [0049]); 

• in response to the broadcast programming being presented to the user via the viewer as a playback 
of the stored broadcast programming, the commands (delete or skipping marked portions) are 
generated based on the PSS (marked signals) (paragraph [0049]). 



Claim 9, note the discussions of claims 1 and 8 above. Krasnow teaches a 
system for screening broadcast programming comprising: 
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• wherein the RTSS (viewer-inputs corresponding to metadata of ads) is used to control presentation 
(target) of the broadcast programming to the user via the viewer in real time (present advertisements 
of interest) (paragraphs [0058]-[0059]) , and 

Logan teaches a system for screening broadcast programming comprising: 

• wherein the PSS (marking signal) is used to control presentation (delete) of the broadcast 
programming to the user via the viewer as a playback of stored broadcast programming (paragraph 
[0049]). 

Claim 10, Krasnow teaches the system wherein: 

• the processor is further configured to transmit the RTSS (metadata) to the interface (paragraph 
[0057]); and 

• the interface is further configured to receive the RTSS (metadata on particular advertisement) and to 
transmit the RTSS to the viewer (client device) for use in generating a presentation of the broadcast 
programming (viewer preferred segments i.e. commercials) (paragraphs [0048], [0052]). 

Logan teaches the system wherein: 

• the processor is further configured to transmit the PSS to the interface (paragraph [0046]); and 

• the interface is further configured to receive the PSS (marked segments) and to transmit the PSS 
(marked signals) to the viewer for use in generating a presentation (deleting segments) of the 
broadcast programming (paragraph [0049]). 

Claim 1 1 recites computer program code to perform the steps of claim 9. It is 
inherent that Krasnow and Logan teach computer program code to perform the steps of 
claim 9 as noted above. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/821 ,1 36 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2623 

Claim 18 recites computer program code to perform the steps of claim 3. It is 
inherent that Krasnow and Logan teach computer program code to perform the steps of 
claim 3 as noted above. 

Claim 20 recites computer program code to perform the steps of claim 7. It is 
inherent that Krasnow and Logan teach computer program code to perform the steps of 
claim 7 as noted above. 

Claim 21 is analyzed as a method of claims 1, 8, and 9 above. 

Claim 34, Logan teaches the system wherein the action preference (action taken 
of particular marked segment) identifies an action (only showing highlights of sport 
show) that the system is to take in response to encountering a content of interest 
segment (sports) in the broadcast programming (paragraph [0052]). 

Claim 35, Logan teaches the system wherein the action that the system is to take 
is to edit the content of interest segment out (delete) of the stored broadcast 
programming (paragraph [0049]). 

Claim 37, Logan teaches the system wherein the action that the system is to take 
is to skip the content of interest segment during the presentation of the broadcast 
programming to the user (paragraph [0059]). 
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Claim 38, Krasnow teaches the system wherein the RTSS (metadata) is 
generated by reconciling (categorized) a plurality of screening signals (plurality of client 
devices) from a plurality of different viewers (users at client devices) of the broadcast 
programming (paragraph [0049]). 

Claim 39, Logan teaches the system wherein the PSS (marked signals) is 
generated based on the RTSS (time stamps) by having a user (editor) view portions of 
the recording of the broadcast programming based on content of interest segments 
present in the broadcast programming as specified by the RTSS and identifying a start 
or end (time stamps) of the content of interest segments present in the broadcast 
programming (paragraphs [0083], [0091]). 

Claim 40, Logan teaches the system wherein the user input (marks) specifies a 
time period (time of recording) to delay (synchronize) presentation of the received 
broadcast programming to the user such that the broadcast programming is stored by 
the broadcast recorder and the PSS (marked signals) is used to generate the local 
action signal (delete portions of programming) (paragraph [0049], [0054]). 

Claim 41 is analyzed as a combination of claims 8 and 9. 
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Claim 42 recites computer program code to perform the steps of claim 34. It is 
inherent that Krasnow and Logan teach computer program code to perform the steps of 
claim 34 as noted above. 

Claim 43 recites computer program code to perform the steps of claim 35. It is 
inherent that Krasnow and Logan teach computer program code to perform the steps of 
claim 35 as noted above. 

Claim 45 recites computer program code to perform the steps of claim 37. It is 
inherent that Krasnow and Logan teach computer program code to perform the steps of 
claim 37 as noted above. 

Claim 46 recites computer program code to perform the steps of claim 38. It is 
inherent that Krasnow and Logan teach computer program code to perform the steps of 
claim 38 as noted above. 

Claim 47 recites computer program code to perform the steps of claim 39. It is 
inherent that Krasnow and Logan teach computer program code to perform the steps of 
claim 39 as noted above. 

Claim 48 recites computer program code to perform the steps of claim 40. It is 
inherent that Krasnow and Logan teach computer program code to perform the steps of 
claim 40 as noted above. 



Claim 49, Logan teaches the method wherein the user input further comprises at 
least one action preference associated with the COI segment type (paragraph [0052]). 



Application/Control Number: 10/821,136 
Art Unit: 2623 



Page 10 



Claim 50 is analyzed as a method of claim 34. 
Claim 51 is analyzed as a method of claim 35. 
Claim 53 is analyzed as a method of claim 37. 
Claim 54 is analyzed as a method of claim 38. 
Claim 55 is analyzed as a method of claim 39. 
Claim 56 is analyzed as a method of claim 40. 

4. Claims 36, 44, 52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Krasnow et al. (US 2003/0226141) in view of Logan et al. (US2006/0218579) and 
further in view of Vogel (US 2003/0031456) 

Claim 36, Krasnow, Logan are silent regarding the system wherein the action 
that the system is to take is to start stop storing the broadcast programming in response 
to encountering the content of interest segment and to restart storing of the broadcast 
programming in response to the content of interest segment no longer being 
encountered. 

Vogel teaches the system wherein the action that the system is to take is to start 
stop storing (pause) the broadcast programming in response to encountering the 
content of interest segment (if segment is too violent) and to restart storing of the 
broadcast programming in response to the content of interest segment no longer being 
encountered (paragraph [0065]). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have provided recognizing violent scenes are 
preventing recording of them as taught by Vogel to the system of Kransnow, Logan to 
remove unwanted material from recordings (paragraph [0065]). 

Claim 44 recites computer program code to perform the steps of claim 36. It is 
inherent that Krasnow and Logan teach computer program code to perform the steps of 
claim 36 as noted above. 

Claim 52 is analyzed as a method of claim 36. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MUSHFIKH ALAM whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1710. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri: 8:30-18:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on (571) 272-7304. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
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